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an oath to fight to the death under the orders of the " ring,"
and never to surrender under any circumstances. Beyond
these again were "adherents" in indefinite number
(perhaps 3000 in all), for whom guns had been smuggled in,
and stored in secret arsenals ; with the idea that this force
could be called to arms if ever an opportunity of open
rebellion arrived. If the massacre they courted should
begin, these arms could of course be of use for defensive
purposes.
The guns were a " scratch lot; " the best being Mausers,
but the majority Russian military rifles. It would seem
that discipline in the Caucasus was benevolently slack,,
and that very few questions were asked if a soldier sold his
rifle for vodka. They had also a good supply of bombs,
the material for which was transported from the Caucasus,
and made up locally by a chemist of the band.
In the summer of 1905, the Fedais at large attempted
what might be called a guerrilla war on a fairly large scale
in the district of Mush, to the west of Lake Van. They said
they were interfering to protect the peasants from the
troops. The troops said that they had been marched dawn
to protect the peasants from the brigands. And the un-
fortunate peasants heartily wished both parties away ! In
any case, there were some 300 Tashnakists wandering in
the' land, having arrived in small parties from Russia ; and
they were levying open war on the Government, which had
to reinforce the local garrison by some 6000 men to deal
with the annoyance, and then failed to catch them. One
may have one's own opinion of the cause and methods of
the Fedais ; but it must be admitted that their claim that
Armenians proved themselves to be as good fighting men
individually as any Turk was well substantiated.
In one case, a party of some twenty of these desperadoes
were fairly caught by 700 Government troops, regular and
irregular, upon an isolated and waterless hiU. It did seem
that these men were cornered, for there was not cover for
a rat to escape by, and no man can fight against thirst.
However, the Armenians did not wait for the next day's
attack, but came down that moonless night, provided with